
Report from the Chair 
A number of things that had been happening in the Dunedin City were associated with the 
Dunedin and Shanghai/China relationship.  

Firstly, in January the Chinese community in conjunction with the Chinese Consulate office in 
Christchurch organised a one-off performance from the Wuhan Acrobatic Troupe. The 
performance was very well received and provided a refreshing welcome to the Year of the 
Rooster. 

In February we prepared for the hosting of the iD Fashion breakfast of the Shanghai models which 
took place on 22 March 2017. We also worked with Enterprise Dunedin of the Dunedin City 
Council to prepare for the China Film Festival in Dunedin at the end of March and the beginning 
of April. Reports of those events were discussed at the March Committee meeting and included in 
this newsletter.  

In April the Committee approved my trip to Shanghai representing the Association in the city’s 
delegation to Shanghai in May. I worked with Enterprise Dunedin, the University of Otago Law 
Faculty, my contacts at Shanghai Entrepreneurs Association, and Immigration New Zealand to 
organise different meetings for my Shanghai trip. I went with the delegation from the Dunedin 
City to Shanghai from 6-15 May 2017.  

During the last few months the following developments are also significant:  

1. A 13-part documentary (Journey to Lan Yuan) was launched at Toitu, providing a precious 
resource and record of the history of New Zealand Chinese in Otago – an article about that is 
found in this newsletter;  

2. A Dunedin Tourism Growth Framework was released for consultation in Dunedin;  

3. Wild Dunedin Festival of Nature was held during the school holidays from 21 -25 April 2017 
with the inaugural Dunedin Wild Film Festival. Further information regarding the above is 
included in this newsletter.  

 

Trading with China Seminars - we have penciled in the following upcoming talks: 

 A talk by Raymond Xia in mid June 

 Ngai Tahu on their operations with China in mid July 

 NZ Ngaranga on their operations in China 

 Silver Fern Farms on their merger with Shanghai Maling/engagement with China 
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Background 
 
The Mayoral delegation led by Mayor Dave Cull and 
Deputy Mayor Chris Staynes went to China from 26 April-
11 May 2017.  
 

The official members of the Delegation were as follows: 
 

 Dave Cull, Mayor of Dunedin 
 Chris Staynes, Deputy Mayor of Dunedin 
 Edward Ellison, Kaumatua – Otakou Runanga 
 John Christie, Director Enterprise Dunedin, Dunedin 

City Council 
 Hui Zhang, Coordinator, Project China, Enterprise 

Dunedin, Dunedin City Council 
 Dougal McGowan, Chief Executive, Otago Chamber of 

Commerce 
 Fraser Liggett, Manage, Enterprise Dunedin, Dunedin 

City Council  
 Mike Waddell, Otago Polytechnic Hu Zhang, University 

of Otago  
 Malcolm Wong, Chair, Dunedin Chinese Gardens Trust 
 Hu Zhang, University of Otago  
 

Some members of the delegation went to Shanghai from 
26-30 April 2017 and attended meetings with Shanghai 
Education Commission and Shanghai Chamber of 
Commerce.  
 

From 1-5 May 2017, the delegation went to Guangzhou 
and Qingyuan, where a friendship city agreement was 
signed by our Mayor with the Qingyuan City Council. 

Qingyuan TV interviewed our Mayor and the director of 
Enterprise Dunedin. Our Mayor also met with the 
Qingyuan Chamber of Commerce. 
 

A screening of the Toitu documentary “Journey to Lan 
Yuan” was held on 4 May 2017 by the New Zealand 
Consulate’s office at Guangzhou.  
 

On 5 May 2017 the delegation visited the Guangzhou 
Construction Polytech, as requested by the Otago 
Polytechnic.  
 

Due to work commitments, I was not able to join the 
delegation until Sunday 7 May 2017 when I arrived in 
Shanghai. 
 

Antony Deaker, the arts and cultural liaison officer at 
Enterprise Dunedin, has been in Shanghai since late April 
organising an exhibition at the Yu Garden in Shanghai and 
will spend 3 months there, leaving 22 June.  
 

Monday 8 May 2017 
 
On the morning we practised our waiata which we 
performed at the opening of “Anything Could Happen” 
exhibition at the Yu Garden later that day. It was not quite 
the same as practising the Haka, but got us ready for the 
day. 
 
Shanghai Big World (Da Shi Jie) 
 
We then went for a tour of the Shanghai Big  World (Da Shi 
Jie). The building was a lovely grand old building which has  

been well maintained and modernised to 
provide an interesting snapshot of different 
parts of the cultural life and history of 
Shanghai. On the ground floor was a theatre 
with a beautiful stage which occupies a 
spacious covered courtyard. We were then 
shown through to different levels which 
housed real life examples of different 
performances in Shanghai’s cultural history: 
from puppet shows, to historical photo 
booths, to foods, weaving as well as different 
forms of visual arts. It gave the visiting public 
an entertaining and realistic idea of what a 
vibrant cultural life Shanghai had historically. 
 
The Huangpu District Foreign Affairs Office, 
who always looks after the civic delegations 
from Dunedin, hosted us for lunch. 
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Yu Garden Exhibition Opening 
 
At 1:30pm, we attended the opening of the Yu Garden at 1.30pm. The exhibition was opened by our Mayor, Dave Cull, 
with Mr Liu Guang Yong who is the Vice Director of the Shanghai Foreign affairs office. The opening was attended also by 
the New Zealand Consulate General in Shanghai, Guergana Guermanoff. The exhibition is showcased the arts and fashion 

from Dunedin. There were various prints, photographs, ceramic works as well as garments /photographs of garments on 
display. The venue was a lovely exhibition space.  
 
I invited Mr Cao Jian Ming who was the winning photographer of the Shanghai Photographic Exhibition to commemorate 
the 20th anniversary of the Dunedin Shanghai Sister City relationship. Mr Cao, who is a doctor at the Anting Hospital at the 
Jiading District in Shanghai, took time off his work to come to the exhibition opening and brought along his niece as his 
interpreter for him. I was very pleased to see him and was hugely honoured that he took the time to come to the 
exhibition opening. Dunedin has some true friends in Shanghai.  
 
Yuan Zhifeng of the Shanghai Foreign Affairs Office (FAO) accompanied us and looked after us everywhere we went. She 
has been doing that since 2009 and is a true friend of Dunedin.  
 
9 May 2017 
 
Shanghai Science and Technology Commission 
 
In the morning we met with the Science and Technology Commission of Shanghai Municipality. Last year an MOU was 
signed between the Commission and Enterprise Dunedin. The University of Otago is part of the Centre of National 
Research in Non-communicable Diseases and Public health will be working on projects in these areas with the 
Commission.  
 
On the Commission side, the meeting was hosted by the Vice Chairman of the Commission, Mr Ma Xing Fa, and Ms He 
Shangyan, Deputy Director of International Cooperation, and Ms Chen Xin, Vice Director of the Department of Basic 
Research at the Commission.  
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On our side, our delegation was supported by Dr Hu Zhang from the University of Otago who spoke both Mandarin and 
English. We highlighted the areas of potential cooperation, including Dunedin and Shanghai both being harbour cities 
and strong in medical technology, biotechnology and life sciences. Both cities have aspirations to become global 
innovation centres. Mayor Cull mentioned his attendance in 2016 at the World Health Organisation conference in 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shanghai where he spoke on lifestyle health issues and public health. The issue of public health has much wider 
implications than medical science and cover things such as diet, housing quality, traffic control, and pollution. These are 
the areas that the two cities can work together. 
 
Dr Hu also mentioned that the following week there was to be a public health forum at the Fudan University where the 
focus will be the scientific developments to protect cardiovascular diseases. Mr Ma acknowledged that while the average 
life expectancy of a Shanghai male is already 82 and 84 for a female, environmental factors and food safety issues remain 
challenges.  
 
John Christie highlighted the tech businesses in Otago: e.g. Scott Technology, a space science business based in 
Alexandra and marine science at the University of Otago. 
 
Mr Ma suggested that one of the issues the Commission deals with is the issue of Intellectual Property (IP) for science 
innovation and how to protect those. I mentioned that IP is a question that many businesses going into China have to 
grapple with, and any assistance the Commission can give to us will be very helpful.   
 
We were all presented with a brochure in both English and Chinese which sets out the international science and 
technology cooperation between the Commission and other countries globally. It is interested to see that New Zealand is 
referred to on the global map and Enterprise Dunedin is clearly shown as the NZ cooperation partner. The brochure 
shows the different tech areas of Shanghai. There is certainly plenty of room for co-operation. 
 
Meeting with new Mayor of Shanghai 
 
Before lunch we then had a meeting with the new Mayor of Shanghai. I believe that this is the first time that Mayor met 
the new Mayor of Shanghai, who seemed to have a bit of a cold. He was under tight time constraints as he was busy with 
a big party conference in Shanghai that day. The parties did not have time to get past initial introductions and a simple 
meeting. There will be, however, future opportunities to go further. 

Report to the Dunedin Shanghai Association (DSA) on the 2017 

Shanghai Trip with Mayoral Delegation from Dunedin City continued 
Teresa Chan 

Meeting with Shanghai Science & Technology Commission 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SMG Meeting  
 
The delegation then went back to the hotel and at around 4pm we departed for Shanghai Media Group. We met with Mr 
Teng Junjie and other people from the Shanghai Media Group. Mr Teng extended a warm welcome to the delegation and 
he mentioned that he still has fresh and fond memories of his visit to Dunedin where he went to a live rugby match for 
the first time in his life.  
 
The parties discussed possibilities of working together. Mr Teng expressed interest in doing a television programme on 
the Maori cultural performances and arts and expressed that interest to Edward Ellison of our delegation. Mr Teng also 
explained the extensive assets of SMG. SMG owns the BMW dealership in Shanghai, as well as radio stations, life 
entertainment business, it has 13 radio frequencies, and a 1.1 billion audience. It excels in new media. It owns also the 
Shanghai Acrobatic theatre. It is one of the top influencers in China. 
 
John Christie suggested that we can look at is offering exchange scholarships partnering with a New Zealand film 
company. We can hold in Shanghai a film festival of New Zealand local films. Dunedin can also assist with location 
scouting and other things for film production.  
 
Wednesday 10 May 2017 
 
Meeting with SAFF 
 
In the morning we had a meeting with the Shanghai Art Film Federation (SAFF) who supplied us with some of the films of 
the China Film Festival in Dunedin. Following the China Film Festival in Dunedin, the parties explored the possibility of 
Dunedin providing a pathway to film production by Chinese companies in New Zealand.  
 
SAFF mentioned that there was some initial interest by a Beijing company and some colleagues are looking into 
producing a TV series in New Zealand. However, it was noted that the process would take a long time.  
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Enterprise Dunedin mentioned that Antony Deaker would be in Shanghai for 3 months and that the D.C.C. can offer its 
database and Film Otago and Southland’s funding to provide some starting points for film companies.  
 
SAFF then suggested they needed a practical project to start off. Antony Deaker mentioned that there could be room for 
a screenwriters exchange and writing stories together. He has received invitations from certain people at the University 
of Otago who may wish to partner with SAFF. Discussion can take place as to the details. Antony indicated that the New 
Zealand Film Commission would lend its support. 
 
Our Mayor mentioned that Dunedin is the UNESCO Creative City of Literature and that writing is our strong point. 
 
From attending lunch with members of the film delegation from Shanghai, I was able to talk candidly with some film 
production executives. They mentioned that New Zealand is fairly expensive as compared to many countries in terms of 
making movies, including even Australia. I was therefore aware that cost may be an issue, so took the opportunity to 
mention the elephant in the room. 
 
I suggested that it would be a great idea to have a project that we can work on together using our strengths in writing. 
Having a pilot project would enable us work out how to deal with the more difficult issue such as costs and learn the 
lessons in dealing with those.  
 
At which point Antony was able to come in to say that he had looked into funding and there is ability to obtain funding 
and tax credits if an overseas film company is to partner with a New Zealand film company. He indicated he had obtained 
some information from the New Zealand Film Commission on that. He does not believe there is any upper limit in the 
film budget to obtain support. He would be happy to work with the Film Commission to obtain more information and 
have further meetings with SAFF regarding those. 
 
That opened up the conversation with SAFF. They appreciate coming to New Zealand will require support from a local 
agent. Our Mayor suggested that we would be happy to facilitate in assisting with time and budget management and 
providing with a red carpet pathway. Edward Ellison mentioned that many spectacular film locations are on Maori 
sensitive land and will require D.O.C. and Maori approval and he is able to assist in providing a pathway.  
 
The meeting concluded on a really positive note with it being clear that Dunedin has a role to play for film companies 
interested to explore working in New Zealand. SAFF will have further meetings with Antony before he leaves Shanghai.  
 
Lunch with Madam Yan 
 
We then attended a lunch hosted by Madam Yan of the Shanghai Municipal People’s Government. It was attended also 
by Guergana Guermanoff the New Zealand Consul General in Shanghai. Lunches like this allow more personable 
interaction between the delegation and the Shanghai Municipal Government.  
 
During the lunch Mayor Cull was asked why he visited Shanghai so regularly and what was his impression of Shanghai. 
Our Mayor explained that Shanghai is the most important sister city of Dunedin and that relationship is expressed 
through on-going relationships between universities, schools, and many other institutions. He believes that the two cities 
have a lot in common despite the difference in size as we have similar aspirations as well as being outward looking and 
cosmopolitan. Mayor Cull noticed that Shanghai was more cosmopolitan each time he visited. Madam Yan noted that the 
relationship between Dunedin and Shanghai has been good right through and that Shanghai can learn from its 
relationship with Dunedin. 
 
Science and Technology Park- Xuhui District 
 
In the afternoon we visited the Science and Technology Park at Xuhui District. The technology park itself offers rental 
space to high tech and start-up businesses.  
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We learned about the evolution of “mobikes” which are the mobile bikes available throughout Shanghai city for hire 
using a phone app and QR codes. One can hire an available bike from any location by scanning the QR code which will 
activate charging the user’s account and then when finished just scan the code again to stop charging. The bikes are 
fitted with GPS tracking so at all times there is a full database of where the bikes are and how long they have been used. 
Over time those statistics can be used for traffic management. Currently there are about four companies that have bikes 
for hire in Shanghai on that basis. The advantage is reduced pollution and congestion, and increase in public fitness.  
 
We saw virtual technology on how to manage utilisation of office space, car park, building security, and energy 
management. We were shown start-up businesses in other virtual technology such as an interactive personal trainer. We 
were introduced to Coco Space which is an incubator and investor for start-up businesses in the IT area.  
 
In the evening, I had dinner with Yuan Zhifeng and her husband, Sheng Qiang (Jerry), who is a patent engineer working at 
Sunray Intellectual Property Attorneys. Jerry was able to give me a general idea of how patents and trademarks work in 
China. It is a national system and his firm can assist in the filing of patents and trademarks in China. The cost of getting a 
patent in China is not cheap, as is the case in New Zealand. Jerry is happy to work with New Zealand companies and 
businesses wanting advice in those areas. 
 
Thursday 11 May 2017 
 
Breakfast meeting with Shanghai Entrepreneurs Association 
 
Most of the delegation was due to leave late morning/early afternoon this day. The meetings from this point were 
arranged by myself and a DSA Committee member, Xiaoyan Mu. 
 
I arranged for members of the Shanghai Entrepreneurs Association to come and meet myself and Dougal McGowan. I 
also introduced them to the other members of the delegation at breakfast. 
 
My contact is Martin Zhao of Tel-Group, which is a logistic company in Shanghai. Martin introduced me to Mr Li Zhenmin, 
Deputy General Secretary of the Shanghai Entrepreneurs Association (SEA) and also Ms Li Cai Ying who is the Deputy 
Manager of the Memberships Services Department of the Shanghai Entrepreneurs Association. The Shanghai 
Entrepreneurs Association has members who are interested to source food and beverage products from outside of China 
to supply the growing middle class in Shanghai. There were requests specifically for poultry products as well as shrimps 
from the southern ocean, of which I will follow up. Both Dougal McGowan and Enterprise Dunedin expressed interest in 
meeting with SEA more formally when they go back to Shanghai in future. 
 
SEA offered to provide assistance to our members should they require any in understanding how things work in China. I 
was very pleased to have established such good contacts in the business areas for Dunedin. 
 
Meeting with Shanghai Prison Society (SPS) 
 
In the afternoon I visited the Shanghai Prison Society which is located in the Shanghai Justice Bureau building. This was a 
meeting to discuss the exchange programme which the University of Otago Law Faculty has been having for SPS 
members who could be officials in the justice system or administrators in the prison system and even academics. My 
brief was to find out SPS’s areas of interest is and whether they would like a longer or shorter programme.  
 
These points were clarified at the meeting. SPS is interested in visiting the Prison Facility at Milton. It seems that paid 
overseas trips for public servants in China are now subject to restrictions. For example they are only allowed 5 days out 
of the country, including travelling to and fro if they are visiting one country and 8 days if they are travelling to two 
countries. That is the main constraint in the length of the exchange programme. I have conveyed that back to the 
University Law Faculty. 
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Friday 12 May 2017 
 
Meeting with Dacheng Law Shanghai 
 
I visited the office of a Chinese national law firm, Dacheng or Dentons and met with one of the senior partners, Mr Fan 
Xingcheng. I explained to him about my role as the Chair of the Dunedin Shanghai Association and the sister city 
relationship between the two cities. I also gave him an overview of the city’s strengths and types of businesses here in 
Dunedin. I discussed the possibility of investments coming to Dunedin, and whether he has clients who might be 
interested to invest in the city. I explained that I work in the business, property, and immigration area and can facilitate a 
seminar to attract investments into the city if he has interested clients.  
 
I also explained that in New Zealand, the same law applies throughout the country, whether one sets up business in 
Auckland or Dunedin. I explained to him the type of problems that New Zealand companies doing business in China have 
encountered. We explored the possibilities of working together and agreed to keep in touch. I explained that taxes in 
New Zealand are low (as compared to many Western countries like Australia) and the legal system is reasonably simple. I 
suggested that if we run an investment seminar in Shanghai in future, I will contact him to see if his clients are interested. 
 
Scheduled meeting with Tom Hu, Immigration NZ 
 
In the afternoon I had a scheduled meeting with Tom Hu at Immigration NZ (INZ) which is located within the offices of 
the New Zealand Consulate in Shanghai. Unfortunately Tom had to cancel the meeting at short notice. I was able to have 
a teleconference following my return to New Zealand on 23 May 2017. Tom told me that he is the INZ representative in 
China advising potential applicants under the Investor category. His role is partly educational and partly answering 
specific queries of potential applicants. Should I be able to organise an investment seminar in Shanghai he is happy to be 
part of that.  I will keep in touch. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This is my second trip to Shanghai. I was able to find my own way round Shanghai this time. Apart from attending 
meetings of the delegation and contributing to that, I was able to arrange some meetings outside which related to my 
work and the Dunedin-Shanghai relationship. I was very pleased to establish the contact with Martin Zhao of the 
Shanghai Entrepreneurs Association which will hopefully provide a “go-to” connection with the business community in 
Shanghai, and a source of business for our members. DSA will work with its members, Enterprise Dunedin and Shanghai 
FAO to continue developing the different aspects of the Dunedin-Shanghai relationship.  
 
 
Teresa Chan  
Chair 
1 June 2017 
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Dunedin's Chinese history and heritage is explored 

in a new documentary film created by a team from 

Toitū Otago Settlers Museum and the Dunedin 

Chinese Garden – Lan Yuan. 

The Journey to Lan Yuan  traces the journey early 

Chinese settlers took to establish themselves in 

Otago and the development of their community, 

which eventually led to the construction of the 

Dunedin Chinese Garden.  

At the request of the Chinese community, the 

documentary is presented by Toitū Otago Settlers 

Museum Curator Seán Brosnahan, who has curated 

five exhibitions on the Otago Chinese.  

Mr Brosnahan says, "The documentary will help 

viewers gain a full understanding of where our 

Chinese community originally came from, what they 

went through in getting here and how they had to 

establish themselves in difficult conditions and with 

a degree of social exclusion."  

Otago's Chinese community began settling here 

from 1865 after an invitation from the Otago 

Provincial Government. By the 1880s, there were 

over 5,000 Chinese in Otago, making them the most 

significant ethnic group in the province outside the 

European mining population. Many established 

successful businesses. 

Officially opened in 2008, the Dunedin Chinese 

Garden was built as a fitting, permanent recognition 

of those early Chinese settlers and their 

contributions to the history, economy and culture 

of Dunedin. 

Filming of the documentary took place during 2016 

at significant sites around Otago, Southland and 

Northland. The crew also travelled to parts of 

Australia and China to trace the journey the gold 

miners made from their home villages in China to 

Victoria, Australia and then Otago where many 

stayed. 

Enjoy this documentary film which explains the 

significance of the Dunedin Chinese Garden, Lan 

Yuan to our city. Daily 10.15 and 1pm (running time 

2 ½ hours)  - Toitū OSM –The Bullnose.  

Contact Kate Waterman for further details 

Kate.Waterman@dcc.govt.nz 

Dunedin Chinese History explored in new documentary 
Dunedin City Council—March 2017 
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Dunedin is inspiring an international audience with the 

exhibition ‘Anything Could Happen’ at the prestigious Yu 

Gallery in Shanghai. 

Forty-five works by artists and designers with links to 

Dunedin were chosen for the exhibition which opened on 

Monday 8 May. 

Kai Tahu kaumātua, Edward Ellison, formally opened the 

exhibition with a whakamoemiti – blessing to the works 

and the gallery. Dunedin then gifted the Yu Garden a 

significant piece of pounamu carved with the Māori motif 

‘Aukaha’ which is from the bindings of waka and 

symbolises the binding together of two sides. 

Mayor of Dunedin Dave Cull, attended the opening and 

says the exhibition builds on the success of the long 

standing sister city relationship between Dunedin and 

Shanghai. 

“Not only does it highlight the strong cultural ties between 

the two cities, it also provides important economic 

opportunities for our creative, education and tourism 

sectors. This is an amazing opportunity to showcase 

Dunedin,” says Mr Cull. 

"Our artists and designers are not constrained by 

convention. Dunedin has always nurtured an innovative 

and diverse cultural scene and what you see in the show is 

a snapshot of our city’s creative energy and style.” 

Otago Polytechnic Director of Communications, Mike 

Waddell was also at the opening and says Otago 

Polytechnic is thrilled to be collaborating with Enterprise 

Dunedin and the Dunedin City Council on this project. 

Otago Polytechnic’s Professor Margo Barton and Senior 

Lecturer Jane Malthus both curated the exhibition 

alongside the City Council’s Antony Deaker. 

“The event offers a world class experience for the ten 

students and two staff who’ve made a significant 

contribution to the design and layout. I am immensely 

proud of their achievement here in Shanghai,” he says. 

“Also, many of our lecturers and graduates from the 

School of Design and the Dunedin School of Art were 

chosen to exhibit. This event can only continue to grow the 

sister city relationship and the relationship with Otago 

Polytechnic,” he says. 

New Zealand Consul General to Shanghai, Guergana 

Germanoff, (who attended Otago Girls’ High School) spoke 

at the opening, along with officials from Shanghai, Deputy 

District Mayor of Huangpu District, Dr Chao Kejian, and 

Deputy Director-General of Shanghai Municipal Foreign 

Affairs Office Mr Liu Guangyong. 

The Yu Gallery is part of the prestigious Yu Yuan (gardens) 

which are more than 400 years old and attract six million 

people every year. 

‘Anything Could Happen’ runs from May 8 to June 9 and 

has exclusive use of the gallery. 

Find more information on the ‘Anything Could Happen’ 

website.  

Anything Could Happen in Shanghai 
Media Release—Otago Polytechnic - May 2017 

http://www.dunedinnz.com/business/enterprise-dunedin/news-stories/anything-could-happen
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An upgraded free trade deal between China and New 

Zealand was on the menu at a gala lunch in honour of 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang . 

Mr Li told Prime Minister Bill English and about 600 other 
guests at the Auckland lunch on 28 March 2017 that New 
Zealand and China's relationship would scale new heights 
under the upgraded free trade deal that the two countries 
would start negotiating next month. 

He also emphasised the shared interests of China and the 
United States, a relationship that has been under much 
scrutiny since Donald Trump was elected president. 

After a visit to Chinese-owned Fisher & Paykel 
headquarters in east Auckland and meetings with the 
China New Zealand Business Council, Mr Li was welcomed 
at the business lunch with a haka and a dragon dance. 

Speaking through a translator, Mr Li referred to Sir 
Edmund Hillary's conquest of Everest as an analogy for the 
relationship between New Zealand and China. 

"And that represents that [the] China-New Zealand 
friendship and co-operation will also be able to scale up 
the highest peaks. That is because we have the teams from 
New Zealand, while the Himalayan mountain sits in China, 
but we see no end of our co-operation - and we can always 
move up to the higher peaks and climb higher mountains," 
Mr Li said. 

On China's relationship with the United States, the subject 
of much discussion since Mr Trump took over the 
presidency, Mr Li expressed confidence in the two 
countries' shared interests. 

Despite twists and turns, he said relations between China 
and the United States kept moving forward. 

"In future we are confident and we believe [the] China-US 
relationship is also good for China-New Zealand                           
co-operation, while co-operation between China and New 
Zealand will also be conducive to co-operation between 
China and Australia and China and United States," he said. 

The lunch was specially crafted to highlight what Mr 
English called "the deep and genuine partnerships" 
between the two countries. 

It featured New Zealand produce with a Chinese twist - 
steamed green-lipped mussels with rice wine, beef with 
ginger Sichuan peppers, and mango sago pudding with 
pavlova crumble. 

Mr English told guests that New Zealand owed much to 
the success of the Chinese economy. 

"And we particularly appreciated it back in 2009/10 when 
in the face of the global financial crisis New Zealand was in 
a deep recession but because of the engine room of the 
Chinese economy, its effect on Australia and on us, we 
were able to pull through that difficult period and now we 
have building on that resilience the confidence of one of 
the fastest growing developed economies," Mr English 
said. 

He presented Mr Li with an All Blacks shirt with his name 
and the number 10 on the back. 

Earlier he had asked Mr Li to give rugby its own word in 
Chinese, "so that no one gets it mixed up with Australian 
rules, a game that we admire, but don't play". 

The prime minister later told 
reporters New Zealand supported 
China's One Belt One Road global                          
infrastructure investment plan 
because of the opportunities for 
businesses here. 

He said he was not against China 
owning infrastructure here like 
roads or rail links. 

"Provided there's a process, 

competitive and commercial for 

all the right reasons, then we 

wouldn't object to their 

ownership as opposed to anyone 

else's," he said. 

Project NZ and China 'will be able to scale the highest peaks' 
Sharon Brettkelly, Radio NZ 



 

Dunedin's economic and creative ties with a city in the 
south of China are to be solidified. 

Dunedin Mayor Dave Cull has signed a ''Friendship City'' 
agreement with officials in Qingyuan, Guangdong 
province. 

Mr Cull said the agreement reflected an ongoing 
relationship with Qingyuan that was established in 2015 
when the cities signed a memorandum of understanding 
to co-operate in the education, tourism and business 
sectors. 

The education agreement between the two cities was 
particularly strong, Mr Cull said. 

''Otago Polytechnic has extremely close connections with 
Qingyuan's vocational training institutions, and an 
increasing number of Qingyuan students have been 
coming to Dunedin to further their education at primary, 
secondary and tertiary levels.'' 

The South Island's economy had received a $100 million a 
year boost since China Southern Airlines established direct 
flights between Guangzhou, south of Qingyuan, and 
Christchurch in 2015. 

He hoped the Friendship City agreement would ''help open 
the door'' to further opportunities between Dunedin and 
Qingyuan. 

 

Ties with Southern China advanced by Mayor - May 2017 
DCC 

A very good example of promoting events in the shoulder off season and enriching the experience of Dunedin is the Wild 

Dunedin Festival this year. The festival increased its coverage for different events allowing for different age groups to 

participate, and had the television presenter Ruud Kleinpaste as a special guest. Also launched the inaugural Dunedin 

Wild Film Festival with an offering of different films about our wildlife and natural history. There was also a photo, 

writing, and a drawing competition. The Wild Dunedin Festival looks like a festival that will remain on the Dunedin 

calendar for years to come. For further information re future festival events and sponsorships, contact Neil Harraway of 

Monarch Cruises neil@wildlife.co.nz, or visit www.wilddunedin.nz  

Wild Dunedin Festival - 21-25 April 2017 
Teresa Chan 

Dunedin Tourism Growth Framework - Tourism 2025  
Teresa Chan  

A draft framework was released in late February for 

discussion, developed by Dunedin Host with support from 

Tourism Industry Aotearoa. The Dunedin target of  

tourism revenue is NZ $1.6 billion by 2025. Central to the 

National framework are the key themes of: 

 Visitors experience, target for value, air 

connectivity, productivity, and backed by insight. 

 In the area of productivity the emphasis is to 

increase the spread of international arrivals by 

season to beyond Summer to Spring to Autumn 

and Winter and spreading the international tourists 

from the gateway cities to the regions. 

In terms of Dunedin, the goals are as follows: 

 Activate retail spend and generate new revenue 

from this sector: by understanding what tourists 

buy and what market sectors are of most value; 

 Upskilling people and staff; 

 Increase length of stay 

 Reduce seasonality with a focus on developing or 

attracting events off season or shoulder season; 

 Make building a Dunedin itinerary easier from 

information online 

 Calendar of events to be created for operators and 

visitors to assist in planning and avoid overlap. 

The attached statement in the draft framework sums it up: 

If every operator across the sector aimed for 10% growth 

within their organisation by leveraging some of the 

initiatives outlined within the themes then the total 

target would be achieved. 

There are also other points of focus in relation to 

connectivity, target for value, as well as prioritising insight 

to drive and track progress.  

For further information contact Caroline Cook, Chair of 

Dunedin Host: Caroline.Cook@otagomuseum.nz 

mailto:neil@wildlife.co.nz
http://www.wilddunedin.nz/
mailto:Caroline.Cook@otagomuseum.nz


 

iD Fashion Breakfast at Dunedin Chinese 
Garden - 21 March 2017 
Teresa Chan  

The plane carrying the Shanghai models was delayed unfortunately, so 

there was a last minute change of the iD breakfast and accordingly very few 

people from our membership or our Committee were able to make it. The 

Mayor, however, extended a warm welcome to the models and Hui Zhang, 

the China Project Coordinator from Enterprise Dunedin was on hand to 

provide a warm welcome to our guests on a cold Dunedin morning. 

 

All contributions are welcome for inclusion in future newsletters. We wish to help promote success stories  
and  productive initiatives resulting from the Dunedin Shanghai Sister City relationship. 
Distribution is to Members of the DSA and to relevant organisations, including media. 

Please send items to: 

Warren Taylor—Editor, Dunedin Shanghai Association Newsletter  

Mobile: 0274 790497     Email: warrent041@gmail.com 

U s e f u l  L i n k s / I t e m s  o f  I n t e r e s t  

Please send any links you wish to include the next newsletter to Warren Taylor - contact details below 

CALLING FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGE SUPPLIERS  

who are interested to supply to the Shanghai market: Teresa 

has made contact with the Shanghai Entrepreneurs                     

Association who are looking for reputable suppliers of food 

and beverage from outside China to cater for their growing             

middle class market. Any businesses interested, please            

contact Teresa Chan:   

teresa@tchanlaw.co.nz  or  03 477 1069  

Chinese magazine coverage seen as coup for the South 

A prominent story about Dunedin and the South in a major 

Chinese magazine is expected to be read by the sort of tourists 

who would travel beyond traditional tourist centres.  

Dunedin: it’s all right here, but let’s build on that 

Investing in facilities, events and attractions is growing                 

Dunedin’s economy, writes Rachel Elder.  

Chinese company gives Dunedin gaming studio 'mandate to expand dramatically' 

Hong Kong-based Tencent – "one of the largest companies in the world" – has invested in the Dunedin firm, Rocketwerkz,                

picking up a 25 per cent share.  

English Language Conversation Group: Beginner English 

When: 11am - 12pm Every week on Wednesday, until further 

notice 

Where: Tower Room, Dunedin Chinese Garden  

Chinese Corner 

When: 3:30pm - 4:45pm Every 2 weeks on Sunday, until             

further notice 

Where: Tower Room, Dunedin Chinese Garden 

'Window of Shanghai' Collection 

Dunedin Public Libraries 'Window of Shanghai' Collection       

donated by the Shanghai Public Library  

Lan Yuan Radio Show 

When: 12pm - 1pm Every month on the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month, until further notice 

Where:  Otago Access Radio 105.4 FM 

English Language Conversation Group: Intermediate/
Advanced English 

When: 10:15am - 11:15am Every week on Tuesday, until           

further notice 

Where: Tower Room, Dunedin Chinese Garden 

L i n k s  t o  W h a t ’ s  O n  i n  D u n e d i n  

mailto:warrent041@gmail.com
mailto:teresa@tchanlaw.co.nz
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/chinese-magazine-coverage-seen-coup-south
https://www.odt.co.nz/opinion/dunedin-it%E2%80%99s-all-right-here-let%E2%80%99s-build
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/84301282/Chinese-company-gives-Dunedin-gaming-studio-mandate-to-expand-dramatically
http://www.dunedinchinesegarden.com/events/chinese-garden/english-language-conversation-group-beginner-english
http://www.dunedinchinesegarden.com/events/chinese-garden/chinese-corner
http://www.dunedinlibraries.govt.nz/your-library/collections/window-of-shanghai
http://www.dunedinchinesegarden.com/events/chinese-garden/lan-yuan-dunedin-chinese-garden-radio-show-oar-105.4
http://www.dunedinchinesegarden.com/events/chinese-garden/english-language-conversation-group-intermediateadvanced-english
http://www.dunedinchinesegarden.com/events/chinese-garden/english-language-conversation-group-intermediateadvanced-english

